This diva’s all business

Soprano Tania de Jong wants to use the arts to unlock
creativity in the workplace, writes Lorna Edwards

ania de Jong admits one of the perils of being

a self-described “diva entrepreneur” is putting

a few noses out of joint in the arts world. The

Melbourne-based opera singer unapologetically
mixes arts and business with equal passion, something
that is still a taboo for performers who subscribe to the
starving-artist model of creative purity.

“There are parts of the arts industry over the
years that I haven’t found supportive because I've been
entrepreneurial and I put myself out there,” she says.

But de Jong believes that, now more than ever, artists
need to come out of their concert halls and theatres and
contribute to society in new ways to survive.

“I think there is a lot of snobbery and that by holding
itself up in some elitist notions, the arts industry doesn’t
allow its full potential,” she says. “Many artists and
performers could have a living — maybe not singing all
the major opera houses or playing in the big orchestras
— but they can work with organisations and make a huge
difference to people’s lives by bringing their creativity
into other forums.”

De Jong, who is currently touring WA with her
musical theatre group Pot-Pourri, certainly practises
what she preaches.

Her latest venture is Creativity Australia, a program
for employers designed to unlock the creativity of their
staff and encourage teamwork through workplace choirs
and other artistic endeavours. Her agenda is not just to get
employees singing but to activate the creative part of their
brain which gets neglected in many white-collar jobs.

“The right side of our brains has really been ignored
for a long time,” she says. “I've always believed that
creativity is at least as important as numeracy and
literacy, and essentially as human beings we’re all
innately creative. We’re born creative.”

She is unfazed about launching the project in such
grim economic times, believing employers now shedding
staff have a greater need to address low morale and lost
productivity among their remaining workers.

She cites evidence showing that each year
in Australia, 30 million work days are lost due to
absenteeism, with its cost reaching more than $10 billion.
The psychological power of singing in numbers has come
to the fore through the heart-warming Choir of Hard
Knocks, she says.

The latest Creativity Australia program follows on

from de Jong’s The Song Room initiative, which has
helped 150,000 disadvantaged children discover the joy
of music.

“What we are doing is focusing on nurturing the
attributes of human beings that set them apart from
machines,” she says. “Our vision is to unlock the innate
creativity present in all human beings.” Disgruntled or
depressed employees who have lost touch with their
creativity will become more personally fulfilled — and
equally more productive to their companies — if they tap
into it, she says.

De Jong also runs an entertainment company
called Music Theatre Australia, which represents about
2000 acts, and she holds the rare distinction among
performers of having a law degree, which has proved
beneficial in negotiating contracts.
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But it is singing that remains her greatest passion.
She has been performing with Pot-Pourri along with her
partner, baritone Jonathon Morton, and two other singers
and a pianist for 22 years. Their gigs have ranged from
performing a musical history of Dame Elisabeth Murdoch’s
life at her birthday party, with Rupert and Lachlan
Murdoch on stage, to singing personalised lyrics for
corporate gatherings, such as a gynaecologists’ convention
(“Supercalifragilistic ... endometriosis”). The group has
travelled overseas more than 40 times to perform.

“Singing for me is like meditation,” she says. “I don’t
consider it work, I consider it a privilege.”

Her belief in the transformative power of music
and creativity was the drive behind The Song Room,
a program she founded a decade ago to create arts
programs for disadvantaged children. The Song Room
sends performers with teaching skills into schools without
specialist music programs and helps them to create them.

De Jong is immensely proud of the project, which
has 15 full-time staff and 80 performers teaching
nationally. “A lot of the kids we have reached are very
disenfranchised and don’t want to come to school, but
once these programs start it does capture their hearts
and their minds and they want to learn in other subjects,”
she says. Last year, she was honoured with an Order of
Australia award. -

Yet despite her interest in charitable causes for
children, de Jong laments she has never had time to have
any of her own. “It’s been one of the conundrums of my
life, to be honest. I love children but I don’t know how I
could do everything I do and have children. Maybe I can
make more of a difference doing whatI am doing.”

In her early 40s, de Jong has no plans to lighten
her frenetic business and performing schedule that fills
around 90 hours of her week. With Morton and their pet
poodle, Jet, she still lives in the Melbourne suburb where
she grew up and remains very close to her parents, who
inspired her love of music.

“I was the kid who said my favourite pop group
was Beethoven.”

Pot-Pourri performs at His Majesty’s Theatre on Wednesday
at 10.30am, the Moora Performing Arts Centre on Wednesday
at 7.30pm and the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre on
Thursday at 7.30pm. Also visit www.creativityaustralia.org.au




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


